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Claims 1-10 and 18-37 axe pending herein with Claims 1. 18, and 37 being 
independent claims. Claim 37 is allowed; Claims 1-7, 10, 18-20, 22-25, 27-29, and 32 are rejected; 
and Claims 8, 9, 21, 26, 30, 31, and 33-36 are objected to. 

The Applicant ihanks the Examiner for the telephone conference of January 20, 2004. 
Claim 1 was discussed in the context of Beaulieu, et al. and in light of Sylvan. Specifically, that 
although Sylvan shows a base and a lid, Sylvan does not show a cartridge and a sealing layer 
"surrounding" the beverage material. Further, the claim has been amended herein to specify that the 
sealing layer is a separate element from the cartridge. 

The Applicant and the Examiner also discussed independent Claim 18 in light of 
Vicker. The claim has been amended to specify that the apertures within the plate are sized to 
accommodate "directly" the beverage material containers as opposed to the funnel as shown inFigs. 9 
andlOofVickers. 
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The Applicant further adopts its comments in the last Office Action Response 
concerning the patentability of several of the dependant claims. Any questions may be directed to 
the undersigned at 404.853.8028. 

Respectfully submitted, 



SUTHERLAND ASBHX & BRENNAN LLP 

999 Peachtree Street, N.E. 

Atlanta, Georgia 30309-3996 

(404) 853-8000 

(404) 853-8806 (Facsimile) 

daniel.warren@sablaw.cora 

SAB Docket No,; 25040-0619 
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